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WELCOME 

CONNOVATION Research is 
actively involved in a Tasmanian 
1080 replacement programme. 
  
The Tasmanian government has begun 

looking at alternatives to 1080 recently 

and Connovation is involved in the 

research. With a grant from the 

Tasmanian Government, Dr Charles 

Eason from Connovation Research is 

working on the registration package for

potassium cyanide as a dual control tool

for wallabies and possums in Tasmania. 

 

Pen and field results are currently being 

assembled by our team of experts. Cage 

trials on wallabies and possums are 

commencing this month and following 

these, field trials are planned in 

Tasmania.  

 

The Tasmanian Government has also 

contracted Connovation to develop a 

range of wallaby and possum deterrents 

(including Skunk Shot and Possum Shot)

and will test the commercial effectiveness 

on small isolated blocks. 

 

Unlike NZ where rodents, possums and 

almost all mustelids are considered pests, 

Tasmania has some special creatures to 

protect such as the infamous Tasmanian 

Devil.  The versatility of Feratox means 

that a lot of the danger for non target 

animals can be eliminated.  Feratox can 

be stapled to trees via the Striker or 

Biobag which allows easy identification   

Lyn Nicholls 
Connovation welcomed Lyn Nicholls to 

the team in February as Sales and 

Marketing Manager.  Starting in pest 

control in 1980, she was one of the first 

women accepted into the Agricultural 

Pests Destruction Council trainee 

scheme, progressing through to Field 

Officer. Based in Alexandra she 

undertook trial work prior to major rabbit 

poisoning operations, developing new 

tools for the pest industry, and  then  

became National Training Officer.  Lyn 

then did a 4 year stint with Manawatu-

Wanganui Regional Council as Land 

Resources Support Officer followed by 

Canterbury Regional Council as 

Southern Area Manager managing 20 

staff and the pest control for over 1.5 

million hectares. For the last 13 years 

Lyn has been involved in vertebrate and 

invertebrate pest control product 

sales/technical matters.  While Lyn is 

based on the Kapiti Coast she will be 

visiting customers to showcase new 

products, keep customers informed on 

our current products and any changes 

on their application, and  to look at 
potential new products.  
Please contact Lyn on T: 027 699 5405 

for product information, pricing, new 

products, order assistance, best practice 

on products and for on-site product 

demonstrations. 

 

Long Life Non-toxic Trap Bait 

 

Our extruded trap bait is weather and 

moisture resistant over long periods of 

time.  Its cinnamon flavour is very 

attractive to possums.  A hole through 

the middle of the bait allows bait to be 

attached to most kill traps.  Extruded 

trap baits are also suitable when cage 

trapping.  Numerous possums can be 

caught over time on single baits. 

 

Company News 

Hello from the Connovation manufacturing and product development team.  
We are pleased to welcome you to our new newsletter.  Connversations will
keep you up to date and informed on our company, our latest products and the 
latest industry research for invasive animal control. There are plenty of 
changes happening at Connovation this year with new products, new branding, 
website redevelopment and large amounts of research underway.   
Our general aim is to open up the communication lines and make information 
and enquiries a lot more accessible from our end.  

Lyn Nicholls, Editor & Marketing Manager
 

 

FERATOX Bait Station 

 

of where the baits have been placed. In 

addition to this, the Ferafeeder (pictured) 

is being trialled for field efficiency. 

 

Dr Eason attended workshops in August 

2007 and April 2008 where he presented 

data to confirm Feratox as an effective 

form of cyanide that gives no secondary 

poisoning, is biodegradable and one of 

the most humane poisons in the world. 

 

The safe handling aspects of Feratox was 

an important message reinforced at the 

workshops, highlighting that the product’s 

encapsulation means it will not come in 

direct contact with skin or emit cyanide 

gas. 
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�  Lee Shapiro, Ecologist joined the R & 

D team in February and is playing a lead 

role in cat, wallaby, ferret and repellent 

research work.  He can be contacted on 

T: 027 273 4342. 

�  Steve Hix has returned and is now 

Research Manager. 

T: 027 273 4339 

�  Diane Russell, T: 09 273 4333  

orders@connovation.co.nz 

 
�  Staff emails: first name, full stop, first 
initial of surname @connovation.co.nz 

Company Contacts 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RATABATE IRRESISTIBLE 
TO RATS 
Connovation has come up trumps 
with RatAbate being the preferred 
bait by  rats.   After only a few 
weeks rats feed predominantly on 
RatAbate versus other choice. 
   

Connovation in conjunction with the 

Puketoki Trust, based out of Katikati in 

the BOP are helping stamp out an ever 

increasing rat problem in a well used 40 

hectare block of native bush. 

 

Community volunteers had been baiting 

the reserve fortnightly since 2 November 

2006.  They had a total of 39 bait stations 

spread over 6 lines and were using Ditrac 

as the rodent poison.   

 

In July 2007 a new rodent control 

programme was started.  Connovation 

Feeture Tunnel Bait Stations and 

RatAbate were tested and compared to 

Ditrac in older style tube bait stations. 

 

New stations were placed in the reserve 

on 26 July 2007 to allow them to weather 

and to allow rodents to become 

accustomed to their presence. 

  

Rat Abate/Ditrac Bait Taken - Puketoki 27/09/07
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The stations had some peanut butter 

placed inside as pre-feed to attract 

rodents and toxic baits were not laid until 

9 August 2007. 

 

After 3 weeks of recording bait take data,

a significant drop off in average bait take 

was observed. Initially it seemed that 

Ditrac was preferred (it had been used for 

almost 2 years).  But from 31 August 

2007 a very positive preference for 

RatAbate was established.  In fact in the 

last week of bait recording, 27 September 

2007, the difference in bait eaten 

between the 2 poisons reached 89%! 

 

This trial shows that there was a strong 

preference by rodents for the RatAbate 

poison over the Ditrac poison. 

 

A detailed operational summary is 

available on request. 

 

 

Company News 
NEW FEETure System offers a 

cost effective one tool does all – Pest & 

Native Animal Monitoring, Rodent Bait 

Station with Strikers or Cradle, and Rat 

Trap Cover.  For further information 

contact Lyn. 

 

FERAFEED 215 Paste 

This formula is palatable to possums, 

but not so for rats.  Ideal for operations 

where there are high rodent numbers.  

Bill Roydhouse, Manager of Roydhouse 

Pest Management said “I have been 

trialling your Ferafeed 215 in conjunction 

with Feratox since November 2007.  I 

was looking for a bait matrix that was 

palatable to possums but significantly 

less palatable to rats.  The reason for 

this is because the disruption of baits by 

rats in areas of high rat population 

prevents the Feratox from being 

presented to the possums and can  

reduce the effectiveness of my control 

operation.  The control operations I have 

include about 18,500 hectares and using 

the Ferafeed 215 suggests very strongly 

to me that this bait matrix is not 

significantly attacked by rats for at least 

5-7 days.  This time period gives the 

possum’s ample opportunity to interact 

with the Ferafeed 215 and Feratox and 

the results I have achieved using 

Ferafeed 215 have been most 

satisfactory and I have passed all 

monitors”. 

 


