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NEW Rodent Products 

We have added two new rat bait 
stations and a rat and mouse trap to 
our product range. 

The rat bait stations are suitable for 
securing RatAbate, plus most other 
rodenticides; they are lockable and 
tamper-proof so safe where 
children and non target species are 
present; dual aligning entrance and 
exit ways which is desirable for 
rats; poison warning do not touch 
on lid; very cost effective; and as 
pictured opposite the clear lid 

station allows for fast effective 
servicing at a glance to gauge bait 
levels. 

The rat and mouse traps have a 
powerful snap action that humanely 
kills rodents quickly; reservoirs for 
bait;  pre-drilled holes which allow 
traps to be cable tied into place 
where particularly  rats are 
travelling; and offer a cost effective 
option where poisons are unable to 
be used.   

Connversations Newsletter  

Hi, CONNOVATION  named 
Westpac Manukau Business 
Excellence Awards finalist in the 
‘Innovation and Strategy’ category.  
Being named a finalist for the 2009 
Westpac Manukau Business 
excellence awards, is a  celebration 
of outstanding achievement and 
vision in providing tools to monitor 
and control invasive animals, with 
solutions that are innovative, 
humane, environmentally 
responsible and practical.   

Winners are to be announced 
shortly. 

 
 

Connovation staff.  Left to right Chris 
Brown Production Technician, Duncan 
MacMorran CEO, Lee Shapiro Project 
Manager R & D, Paul Aylett Operations 
Manager. 
 

 

“We use human 

food grade 

ingredients for 

RatAbate as rat taste 

preferences are 

similar to us.”  

RatAbate Paste can be secured 
in lockable stations. 
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daytime sightings estimated 93% 
of the resident dama wallaby 
population killed.   
A registration dossier was 
submitted to the New Zealand 
Food Safety Authority in August 
and recently Feratox was 
approved for the control of Dama 
wallabies along with possums.   
Once field trials with Feratox® on 
Bennett’s wallabies have been 
completed this information will 
provide the necessary efficacy 
data to support a registration 
application, with a view to gain 
registration in early 2010.  
.  

 

Feratox® Registered for Dama Wallaby Control 
 

PAPP – A Success for Cat Control 

Cat caught in cage trap  

Dama Wallaby dropped next to Philproof 

bait stations 

. 

We had known for some time that 
Feratox® killed wallabies and this 
had also been was confirmed by a 
number of field operators.  
2008 saw the successful 
completion of cage trials to 
determine the effectiveness of 
Feratox® for the control of Dama 
wallabies (Macropus eugenii) and 
Bennett’s wallabies (Macropus 
rufogriseus).    
A field trial 2008/2009 over 32 
hectares with 43 Philproof bait 
stations sited at 100 metre intervals 
was conducted. Feratox® 100mg 
pellets were administered and after 
the toxic application 11/12 radio 
collared and 20 uncollared dama 
wallabies were killed with 
Feratox®.  Spotlight counts and 

One of the highlights for June was the 
successful completion of a major feral cat field 
trial with PAPP (para-aminopropiophenone).  A 
trial was carried out on Ngamatea station, a 
large central North Island station.  The trial area 
covered 1500 hectares with 22 bait stations and 
feral cats were plentiful.  Cats were monitored 
with radio collars and infra red camera traps. 
After 5 nights of PAPP baiting 16/19 (84%) of 
monitored cats were killed.  This work will 
support a dossier that will be submitted to the 
New Zealand Food Safety Authority and for 
review by ERMA NZ with the view to 
registering a new product for use in 
conservation areas.   

As for PAPP for stoats, new delivery systems 
are being developed and PAPP products should 
be ready for use in 2010. 

 

 

`To raise new questions, new possibilities, to regar d old problems from a new angle, requires creative i magination and marks real advance 
in science’. Albert Einstein  



 

 

 

New Product Registrations 

·  Microencapsulated zinc 
phosphide (MZP) 
completed the “publicly 
notifiable stage” of the 
ERMA assessment process 
in July and we expect 
ERMA feedback on the 
submissions soon. 

·  Following submission of the 
PAPP for Stoat registration 
dossiers, this completed  
pre-screening and we 
have now been advised to 
submit the full dossiers. 

·  Defender Bait Stations  
discontinued  due to 
increasing costs.  Their use 
can be replicated with 
multiple 18g STRIKER  
placements.  

 
·  Feracol ® Application. The 

best possible results are 
achieved when the 
treatment area is pre-fed 
at least once, preferably 
twice with non toxic baits.  
This will ensure that 
sufficient bait is placed and 
all possums and rats have 
access to bait, avoid any 
sub-lethal poisoning and 
condition particularly 
possums to come to the 
bait stations to feed. 

 
CONTACT US 
Connovation Ltd, 36B Sir 
William Ave East Tamaki 
Manukau 2013 PO Box  58613 
Botany Manukau 2163 New 
Zealand Phone: Lyn Nicholls, 
Editor/Sales & Marketing  
Manager + 64 21 273 4880 or 
lyn.n@connovation.co.nz   W: 
www.connovation.co.nz 
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Short biography for Charles Eason.   
Charles Eason is Professor in Wildlife Management at Lincoln 
University and Director of Research for Connovation Ltd in Auckland.  
He specialises in vertebrate pesticide toxicology and has published 
extensively on the pros and cons of 1080 and other poisons.  He has a 
PhD Toxicology from University of Surrey in the UK and worked in 
new drug development for over 10 years.  From 1989 to 2006 Dr 
Eason spent 17 years at Landcare Research in roles including Pest 
Control Technology Research Team Leader and Science Manager. 
Since 2006 he has been working on new pest control products with 
Connovation and Lincoln University researchers. He was awarded the 
NZ Science and Technology Award Silver Medal in 2002. His current 
activities are linked to environmental protection and research, product 
development, pest control, and biodiversity with a focus on humane 
low residue poisons.  
 

Upcoming 2009 Conferences 
~ October 14-16 NETS, Queenstown. 
NETS is the annual education and training seminar held by the New 
Zealand Biosecurity Institute.  NETS is attended by people from all 
facets of the Biosecurity field and features workshops and 
presentations on many different aspects of invasive species 
management.  Check out the Draft Programme and Field Trip 
Summary then register online with the Registration Form. 
~ November 24-25 Technology Transfer Conference, Wellington. 
The National Possum Control Agencies (NPCA) provide a forum for 
agencies and stakeholders involved in possum and vertebrate pest 
control to address industry issues, share information, develop best 
practice and promote training and professional development.  Any 
individual or organisation engaged in the vertebrate pest control 
industry is eligible for membership.  CLICK HERE for the programme 
outline. 
~ November 30 – December 2 Australasian Wildlife Management 
Society Annual Conference, Napier. 
Visit www.awms.org.nz for more details. 
~ March 3-5 National Wetlands Symposium 2010, Rotorua. 
Visit www.wetlandtrust.org.nz for more details. 
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