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Connversations Newsletter  

Hi,  
 
“Awesome Ratabate Season” 
 
Fiona Maguire, Department of 
Conservation Biodiversity Ranger 
in Turangi has been successfully 
managing a rodent control project 
using Ratabate with diphacinone 
over the past 6 months.  The area 
comprised some 600 hectares of 
red beech and kamahi dominated 
forest and the work was 
undertaken to protect and 
enhance birdlife.  The birdlife 
included small passerines, namely 
fantail, tomtits, grey warbler, North 
Island robin, rifleman, and 
whiteheads; some larger bird 
species, kaka, kakariki, NZ falcon 
and kereru. 
 
The work was started in the first 
week in September just prior to 
bird breeding season to give 
optimum protection to eggs, new 
chicks and fledglings.  Thirteen 
applications of Ratabate® 
occurred through this baiting 
period up until the final monitor in 
March.  150 grams of Ratabate® 
Paste was placed into each bait 
station.  There were approximately 
1100 bait stations throughout the 
area with station spacing at 50 
metre intervals, and line spacing at 
100 metres. 
 
 
 

 

 
In previous seasons other rodenticide 
baits were used and the best result 
achieved was a 26% reduction. 
 
At the completion of this work Fiona 
made the following comments: 
“Thanks for an awesome season with 
Ratabate Lyn.  All of the old bait has 
been removed now and our final 
tracking tunnel run has ended with 
12% rats.  This is the best result we 
have ever had at Rotopounamu and 
we are very excited with the success.   
 
We got a lot of birds in our bird counts 
too, and are getting a lot of members 
of the public telling us they are loving 
hearing all of the birds calling as they 
walk around the lake”.  

Bennett’s wallaby Field Trial A 
Success 

 
Field trials targeting Bennett’s 
wallabies were conducted in the South 
Island in March and April 2010.  
 
Using Feratox®, designed for 
Tasmanian conditions and the 
preferred bait station and ‘post’ 
delivery systems established in 
Tasmanian trials, 80-90 % of a 
population of Bennett’s wallabies was 
successfully targeted and culled from 
a block of 150 hectares in South 
Canterbury, NZ in early April 2010.   
 

“Ratabate achieves best 

results ever for the 

Department of 

Conservation 

Turangi/Taupo Area” 

 

  

 
Turangi/Taupo Department of 
Conservation Area Manager Dave 
Lumley checks Ratabate in 
Philproof bait stations at Lake 
Rotopounamu. 
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Feratox for 

Bennett’s Wallaby  
control impresses 
wallaby experts . 
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Feratox® was deployed in Striker bait stations attached to 
posts in an area of approximately 150 hectares of hilly land.  
Use of Strikers coupled with a post delivery system, optimised 
Feratox® pellets, and identical Feratox® placebo1 during 
prefeeding followed the recommendations from Tasmanian 
trials and pest control professionals in NZ.   
 
Posts were placed along a 1.2km “U” shaped line at the head 
of a gully approximately 100 m apart and also on “pad runs”.  
Prefeeding over 2 weeks with bait and placebo Feratox® was 
considered important to increase cost-effectiveness, safety 
and reduce bait and pellet spillage.  Prefeeding involved 416 
Striker baits at 14 feed sites with Strikers stapled to posts 480 
to 600 mm above the ground. Two Feratox® placebos were 
placed in each Striker. With a total of 54 stakes with 8 Strikers 
per stake and 2 placebos per Striker over 800 placebos were 
dispensed.   
 
Following prefeeding over 2 weeks toxic pellets were 
dispensed in six Strikers per stake. 110 Bennett’s wallaby 
carcasses were recovered and 80-90 % kills established by 
faecal pellet count. No non-target species were detected in 
carcass searches. Since these could not be located following 
very careful searches it was concluded that some wallabies 
may swallow pellets or crack more than one1. 
A short line of Striker baits was established in an adjacent 
area. Identical procedures were followed, except that no 
prefeeding was undertaken. The value of prefeeding was 
clearly demonstrated as nearly 40% of the toxic pellets were 
located on the ground below these bait stations. 
 
These results support the use of Feratox® for control of 
Bennett’s following an adequate period of prefeeding. Reports 
will now be completed for inclusion in registration dossiers.The 
trial was independently assessed by pest control professionals 
and officials from the Regional Council in Christchurch (Ecan) 
who were impressed by the outcome.  
 
Subsequent enclosure trials with grates below bait stations, 
completed during the week 11-16th April, have confirmed that 
pellets will fall through grates  and grating system could 
augment the new delivery system and prefeeding to further 
reduce the risk to non-target wildlife. 

 
Graeme Guilford about to weigh a 23.5kg male. 
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PAPP – A Success for Cat Control 

 

 

Typical Bennett’s wallaby habitat. 

 

 

Bennett’s wallaby close to Feratox bait placement. 

 

 

Contractors please note Feratox is not yet available 
for Bennett’s wallaby control.  This registration 
should be completed by the end of 2010. 

Feratox continues to be a popular and cost effective 
control tool for controlling possum populations and 
more recently to control Dama wallaby. 

 

 
 



 

 

 

Updates 

 
  

 

·  Cyanide Paste Bait Stations 
are now available - 
lightweight, high Viz, with 
poison warning signage.  
Contact Lyn for details and 
prices.    

 

 

·  Ratabate®  in a Paste or in a 
Striker bait station, highly 
palatable, low persistence, 
less risk of secondary 
poisoning;  NZ Food Safety 
Authority approved 
Maintenance Compound (non 
dairy) and Asure Quality for 
Food/Beverage/Dairy, all 
Type C. 

 
 
 
·  Tamper-proof Rodent Bait 

Stations are proving a 
popular choice for dispensing 
Ratabate® Paste.   

 
 
 
·  FeraFeed Special Blend 

Chew Card Paste  and Chew 
Cards  available for Possum 
Monitoring. 
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Short biography for Lee Shapiro, Connovation Project Manager. 
 
 
Lee is a recent post-graduate with a background in wildlife ecology. 
He has an M.Sc from Massey University, where his thesis focused on 
the potential for competition between North Island brown kiwi chicks 
and ship rats. Since joining Connovation Ltd early in 2008 he has 
been project manager for several new product development initiatives 
including demonstrating the effectiveness of cyanide on Dama 
wallabies and exploring its potential for ferret control. Most recently he 
has been co-coordinating successful field trials testing the efficacy of 
para-aminopropiophenone (PAPP) on stoats and feral cats and 
developing efficacy data to support new product registrations. His 
focus is on extending the use of cyanide for a broader range of pests 
and advancing new tools for predator control. 
 
 
 
Contact Us 
Connovation Ltd 
36B Sir William Ave East Tamaki Manukau 2013  
PO Box 58613 Botany Manukau 2163 New Zealand  
Lyn Nicholls, Editor/Sales & Marketing Manager  
+ 64 21 273 4880 or +64 9 273 4333 ext 214 
lyn.n@connovation.co.nz   
W: www.connovation.co.nz 
 

Staff Profile  

 

 

Page 3 

 

 


